‘TONDON---He has the 


sort of open, chubby Lace 
that invites you .to trust 
him on sight. 

When he speaks, his 


voice is apt to burst into 
happy, mirthful chuckle at 
any minute, a 

“The impression of disci- 
plined optimism he con- 
veys marks him indispu- 
tably as a successful sales- 
‘man, You can just picturé 
him flying avound the 
world gelling computers. 

Sam Cummings, $3, of- 
ten fli¢s round. the world, 
put he's not selling compu- 
. ‘ters, Sara Curamings, for- 
“mer U.S. Army weapon-in- 
structor sergeant, former 
Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy man, sclis weaponry, 

In fect, in the shadowy, 
clandestine world of in- 
ternational avms traffick- 
ing, no one (governments 
apart) sclls more than 
Sara Cuinmings. 

‘His’ ‘vast unieeitetonal 
Armaments Corp. (inter 
armco) is the biggest ne 
vate arms dealer in the 
world--selling legitimate- 
ly and often where 
governments fear to tread 
for political reasons, 


Based in London 


TInterarm, the British 
end of his worldwide 
operation, has its main 
base in the peaceful weal 
London suburb of Acton, 

* Within the wells of a 
huge’ warehouse there 

thousands upon thous inds 
of rifles ave stacked row 
upon row. Alelal- boxes 
cratamed with  amumoni- 
tion are arrayed in neat 
colurmns., |. " 

Che Acton warehouse is 
suid to contain up to 200,- 
GOO small-caliber wee 


bon ; ee 
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fantry divisions. 


‘ma ily 


‘France), 
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Cumpiings, “or- 
light-lipped about 
statistics, concedes that 
the total round-lhe-world 
inventory of Interarmco 
includes at least 500,000 
light arms and at least 100 
yrdtjion rounds of atmmuni- 
tiort, 

tt is, he sienienlea Ja- 
conically, cnough to eauip 


ieven 


4Q divisions -- more 
than either the American 


or British forces currently 
have in active service. 

Since he entered the 
arms husiness 17 years 
aco, Cummings has han- 
dled every type of weapon 
from . 18th-céntury flint. 
lock. pistols to jel fighters 

and tanks. , 

You want antitank gus? 
Flame-thrower ” Mortars? ? 
Intevarm has the mm, or can 
get them for you—-provid- 


ced the British gover a 


OKs the deal, 
Covernments Lead 

Interarmco is only one 
facet of the vast interna 
tional arms trafficking 
ss which is worth 
hundreds of raiilions of 

dollars a year. 


The bulk of it is done by 


the Big Tour (America, 
Russia, Britain and 
aither by their 
respictive goveraments or 
private dealers. , 

Sonietimeées the govérn- 
ments sell their annsg for 
political reasons. But 
usually it is for prolit. 

It's a shadowy world of 
hush-hush comtacts, yecret 
international flights, and, 
sometimes, deals 
both sides in a covflict, 

For the “private dealer, tt 
js invariably cash on the 
nail. , 

But when dealing with 
governoeal suppliers, 
purchasers can often buy 
death on erédit. Britain 
and America allow 10 


ports fox 
‘ble spots. Metal cases slen- 


‘side 


with, 


Apart from the IJeval 
sales by governinents end 
private dealers like Inter- 
arm, there ave tie illegal 
dealers who make x killii 
whevever — civil or 
guerrilla thewrection 
breaks out. % ak 
fyereOuea iarket 
The Hisfran conflict 
Wpaent shady dealers 
from alf over “uvope. wAva- 
bien.sheiks want guns to 
qual ‘Yebels, Desert rebels 
geek weapons to ove 
throw Aral shiks. ioe 
gents in Africa need guns 
to train to "free" South 
Africa-and Portuguese: 


“Mozambique. 


The volatile statea ‘of 
south America provide an 
evér-open market for the 
arms dealers, 

Crates marked 
parts" leave 


"machina 
Sor ejuroreyen 


e 


1% trou- 


ciled "welding equipment" 
are opened in Arabian hill- 
hideouts to reveal 
modern automatic rifles. 

The clandestine natura 
of the business makes it 
impossible to: guess how 
many illegal arms dealers 
have grown rich on their 
salés. 

Bul amends none 
have grown as rich es In- 
Gaines in its legitimate 


business of arms dealer to 


the world. 


Rivals in the business 
guess that its turnover is 
at $40 million a veat. Cun 
mings‘ds charactevistically 
cov. 

- Part of his outtil’s bust- 
ness: is rehabilitating 
weapons for the amateur 
sportsman. But much of it 
is in selling guns as weap- 
ons of war, 

Interarma has sold vifles 


‘Jron 
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to Kenya to fight rebels 
and Somelis. lt has also 
sold them to Pakistan and 
Liberia, Twenty-six Swee 
dish jet fighters havé gone 
fo the Deminican Repuh- 
lic, while Cuba has. re- 
ecived machine guns, 

Cunmi ings once proudly 
claimed that he could 
equip & 10,000-man army 
aivision ato oan hour's 
“notice. 

His firm has offices or 
agents i every potential 
sales areca outsice tbe Iron 
Curtain, and it claims to 


“have been inv olved in al- 


Most every fair- “sized pri- 
vale arms deal outside the 
Curtain since 
firm was founded. 
Any fighting provides a 
potenWal market for Inter- 
arm, and when ‘the figl 
ing is done, there is an 
er potential deal when ' 
victor wishes to sell the 
booty, 
T the Six-Day War in the 
Middle’ Feast put alot of 
logy ptien weaponty on 


the market, and two years 
ago 


the comp 
sod 205,000 
arded: by the 
Vietnamese, 

sam Cummings, who 
was born in Philadelphia, 
acquived his first weapon 
when he was five years 
old---a Maxim: gun, Wher 
called up in the U.S. Army 
at the end of World War 
lI, he became a weapons 
instructor. : 

Affonwards, he worked 


any pure 
weapons 
south 


Jor the CLA as a weapons 


expert. He entered the 
arnis-dealing ‘business for 
himself when ho spent 
$25,600 for en ersenal of 7,- 
000 weapons belonging to 
a Panamuenian police chief. 
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